2. Sergeant (Pilot) , John Adrian Lewis, Royal Air Force
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John Adrian Lewis was born in 1913, son of  John Lewis and Margaret Lewis.  He had joined the R.A.F. before 1933, as Service Number 563644.  He was very able pilot, and although a sergeant pilot, he had been offered a commission – but declined.  Although his parents lived  at Abbey Mount, Llantysilio he was based for much of his life in Grantham Lincolnshire and was known as a brilliant footballer.  He played for Grantham in the Midland League and was one of the heroes of the memorable Charity Cup final when Grantham beat the redoubtable Doncaster Rovers.  For much of his time with the R.A.F. he had been in Africa, initially in South Africa, but later in Kenya and in 1940 Sudan.  He was with 223 Squadron, who wer

e equipped with the Vickers Wellesley, a single engine light Bombers which were used against the Italians in North Africa, he also had the distinction of being a member of the famous Caterpillar Club.  One of the qualifications is that the candidate must have escaped from a wrecked plane by parachute .  He returned home on leave Good Friday, 1940, to marry Evelyn May Ward at Grantham.  They spent their honeymoon in Wales. Whilst he was flying his machine back to the African station he crashed off the South coast of France.  He was buried at L'aiguillon-Sur-Mer Communal Cemetery near Marseilles in early April 1940.

Name: LEWIS, JOHN ADRIAN 

Initials: J A 

Nationality: United Kingdom 

Rank: Sergeant (Pilot) 

Regiment/Service: Royal Air Force 

Unit Text: 223 Sqdn. 

Age: 27 

Date of Death: 04/04/1940 

Service No: 563644 

Additional information: Son of John and Margaret Lewis; husband of Evelyn May Lewis, of Grantham, Lincolnshire. 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: South Plot. Row 19. Grave 12. 

Cemetery: L'AIGUILLON-SUR-MER COMMUNAL CEMETERY France 

Locality: Vendee 

John A Lewis married Evelyn M Ward in Grantham March Quarter 1940.

223 Squadron – Alae defendant Africam (Wings defend Africa).  Equipped with Wellesley Bombers, and Based in Kenya, moved to Sudan 1940.

12th April 1940

LLANTYSILIO AIRMAN

Crashes to Death Off French Coast.

One of the ablest pilots from North Wales is dead.  He is Sergt.-Pilot Adrian John Lewis (27), the only son of Mr and Mrs John Lewis, of Abbey Mount, Llantysilio, to whom we join with the townspeople in extending our condolences.


Jack, who was well-known in certain parts of Lincolnshire too, joined the R.A.F. long before he was 20.  He took a particularly keen interest in his work, so it was not surprising that rapid promotion was his.  Recently he was, we understand, offered a commission, an honour which was well merited – and declined.


He had flown over many parts of the world and was five years on foreign service, chiefly in South Africa.


Returning home but a few weeks ago on Good Friday, he married Miss Evelyn M. Ward, a Grantham girl, and came to Wales for his honeymoon.


Whilst he was flying his machine back to the African station he crashed off the South coast of France.  From reports which have reached Llangollen he was buried near Marseilles this week.  Sergt.-Pilot Lewis was a brilliant footballer.  He played for Grantham in the Midland League and was one of the heroes of the memorable Charity Cup final when Grantham beat the redoubtable Doncaster Rovers.


One distinction he shared with but a few men in this country.  He was a member of the famous Caterpillar Club.  One of the qualifications is that the candidate must have escaped from a wrecked plane by parachute.


Jack was a gentleman in the fullest sense of the word, and his fine personality will be missed at Llantysilio – and on the stations where he had so faithfully served his country.

