William Clutton. Gunner, Royal Garrison Artillery

William Clutton was born in Garth Isa in March quarter 1885, son of James Clutton, a general labourer at Trevor Hall, and Annie Clutton (nee Roberts).  On leaving school he became a plaster modeller at J.C. Edwards Terra Cotta works at Trevnant.  In December quarter 1913 he married Mary Jane (Jennie) Rees and they lived at 30 Church Street, Llangollen, they had two sons, Thomas James Clutton  and William E Clutton.  He joined the Royal Garrison Artillery as Gunner 92297 in June 1916.  He died during an attack 12th August 1918 when a stray shell hit the gun upon which Gunner Clutton was serving.  He suffered no pain as death was instantaneous, and he was buried the next day.  A third son Frederick A Clutton was born 28th October 1918.

Name: CLUTTON, WILLIAM 

Initials: W 

Nationality: United Kingdom 

Rank: Gunner 

Regiment/Service: Royal Garrison Artillery 

Unit Text: 255th Siege Bty. 

Age: 33 

Date of Death: 12/08/1918 

Service No: 92297 

Additional information: Son of James and Annie Clutton, of Garth Trevor, Llangollen; husband of Mary Jane Clutton, of 30, Church St., Llangollen, Denbighshire. 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: XVII. E. 2. 

Cemetery: VILLERS-BRETONNEUX MILITARY CEMETERY Somme
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23rd August 1918

N.C.O’S AND MEN KILLED

Clutton, Pte. Joseph(William), R.W.F.

Mrs Clutton, Church-street, Llangollen has received official intimation from the War Office that her husband, Private Joseph(William) Clutton, has been killed in action in France on the 12th inst. He was a native of Cefn Mawr, and was employed at Penybont terra cotta works.

30th August 1918

Gunner Clutton’s Death

OFFICER’S TRIBUTES TO FALLEN SOLDIER


Further particulars are to hand as to the death of Gunner William Clutton, R.G.A., late of Llangollen, who was killed in action on August 12.  He was the second son of James and Annie Clutton of Garth, his father having been employed at Trevor Hall for over 40 years.  Previous to joining the army Gunner Clutton was engaged at Messrs. J.C. Edwards’s works at Trefvnant, where he had been for the last 19 years.  He had been in the army since June 1916.  He leaves a wife and two children, and was 33 years of age.


Writing to the widow, Lieut. S. Tudor Hanks, R.G.A., says:- During the attack a stray shell hit the gun upon which Gunner Clutton was serving, and he was killed.  He suffered no pain as death was instantaneous. All ranks join in expressions of sorrow at the great loss.  He was a fine soldier and had endeared himself to all.


Gnr. Stanbridge (chaplain Church of England), R.G.A., writes:- He was killed with three men under shell fire on August 12th and was buried next day in a quiet cemetery.  One is only glad that in these moving times there was an opportunity to give him decent Christian burial.  His comrades are erecting a cross over the grave, and one is glad that his death, when it did come, should be at such a time and in such a cause.

